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1 Describe the mechanisms by which opioids 
modulate pain, reward, stress, and 
physiologic function.

2 Differentiate the pharmacologic and 
clinical characteristics of commonly used 
opioid medications.

3 Apply contemporary concepts of opioid 
responsiveness to nociceptive, neuropathic, 
and nociplastic pain conditions.

4 Recognize the mechanisms and clinical 
implications of tolerance, opioid-induced 
hyperalgesia, and physical dependence.

5 Incorporate emerging evidence regarding 
partial agonists, including buprenorphine, 
into clinical decision-making.
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