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Opioids Reconsidered:

Mechanisms, Benefits, Risks,
& Clinical Decision-Making

OBJECTIVES:

Describe the mechanisms by which opioids
modulate pain, reward, stress, and
physiologic function.

Differentiate the pharmacologic and
clinical characteristics of commonly used
opioid medications.
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Incorporate emerging evidence regarding
partial agonists, including buprenorphine,
into clinical decision-making.
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